Effects of home-nest odors on the startle response in preweanling rats.
The present study examined the effects of a highly preferred, biologically relevant olfactory stimulus (i.e., home-nest odors) on the startle response in preweanling rats. Although the rats detected the odor (as revealed by reductions in ultrasound vocalizations) it had no effect on either the initial magnitude of the startle response or habituation of this response across 80 test trials. These results are discussed in relation to recent studies on modulation of the startle response in developing rats, the effects of olfactory stimuli on the startle response, and the pleasure-attenuation of startle in nonhuman subjects.